GENERAL CLOSE READING 2006 (7)

Read Paragraphs 34 – 47 then attempt questions 17 -34 

34
My right hand rises and begins to move sideways, very slowly, like a submarine, travelling at sub-desk depth to avoid teacher radar.

35 
My right index finger makes contact with the sacred warm left wrist of Glory Hallelujah!

36 
She looks down to see who is touching her at sub-desk depth. Spots my hand, with its precious yellow note.

37 
Gloria understands instantly.

38 
The exchange of the covert note is completed in a nanoinstant. Mrs Moonface and the rest of our Maths class have no idea that anything momentous has taken place.

39 
I reverse the speed and direction of my right hand, and it returns safely to port.

40 
Gloria has transferred my note to her lap and has moved her right elbow to block anyone on that side of her from seeing. The desk itself provides added shielding.

41 
In the clever safe haven that she has created, she unfolds my note. Reads it.

42 
She does not need to speak. She does not need to check the YES or NO boxes on my note. If she. merely blinks, I will understand. If she wrinkles her nose, the import of her nose wrinkle will not be lost on me. In fact, so total is my concentration in that moment of grand suspense I am absolutely positive that there is nothing that Glory Hallelujah can do, no reaction that she can give off, that I will not immediately and fully understand.

43 
I would stake my life on it.

44 
But what she does do is this. She folds my note back up. Without looking at me - without even an eye blink or a nose wrinkle - she raises it to her lips. For one wild instant I think that she is going to kiss it.

45 
Her pearly teeth part.

46 
She eats my note.

Adapted from the novel “You Don't Know Me” by David Klass

