  Close Reading : Tone

Formative Assessment Strategies 

Tone is not so much about what is said but the way it is said. It’s about the attitude of the writer to the subject he or she is writing about, and you can change the tone just by changing a word or phrase.

e.g.  “You seem to spend a lot of time chatting to your      friends.” is  

 sympathetic
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but “You seem to waste a lot of time gabbing to your cronies.” is unsympathetic
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· What exactly changes the tone ? It could be:

· a word

· a phrase 

· use of inverted commas 

· use of brackets
  Next step:

In pairs/groups get the pupils to think of as many different words which describe tone e.g.

· serious 
 



angry
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· matter-of-fact



unsympathetic
·  mocking 




nostalgic
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· critical  




hostile

· ironic




disappointed
· tongue-in-cheek 


neutral
· sarcastic 




optimistic
· humorous   [image: image5.wmf]

pessimistic
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· sympathetic



hysterical


· Give the pupils about 5 minutes to discuss the different tones and ask them in groups/pairs to arrange them in three groups: Positive, Negative and Neutral. This will work as a stimulus to engage the pupils and get them thinking about tone. It will also allow the teacher to assess their knowledge of tone.

	          POSITIVE
	         NEGATIVE
	     NEUTRAL

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


·  Next go through the tone words and collate their answers on the board/LCD: this should provoke more discussion and allow the teacher to clarify some points about tone.

· Knowledge of tone can then be collated and presented on a mind map/spidergram/flow chart.







Remember to add pictures and colours to make your diagram easier to remember.

· Next step would be to tackle a tone question from a paper, working in pairs/groups.

Question 3(b) in the 2005 paper.









Explain how the writer creates a slightly humorous tone in lines 34 – 43.


















2 marks    A

· The teacher would then bring the work together and model an answer on the board.
· From here the pupils can now use peer assessment to grade the following answers.
Peer Assessment

Look at the following answers. Which candidate does best?

Candidate 1

Use of “being thumped on the head” creates a humorous tone as a comet would not just “thump” you. Also conjures up imagery of being hit on the head in an almost cartoon like way.

Candidate 2

The phrase “lucky “ enough to find themselves alive is humorous since it conveys a false fear in the creature, which expected so much that it would die, that a feeling of victory overcomes it. The inverted commas around “lucky” convey a hint of sarcasm that it is not really good fortune to wake up to such destruction, despite rejoicing at surviving.


Candidate 3

“being thumped over the head”

“thumped” – hit hard, informal, playful 

The informal language detailing a playful violence contrasts to ther power and severity of the impact which is humorous.

“is not conducive to a long and happy existence”

This is humorous in that it would be impossible to live after such a force – and this suggests the impact of a comet is merely counter productive.


Candidate 4

The writer’s tone is humorous when he exclaims:


“being thumped on the head by a large object from space during the event is not…..a long happy existence.”

The use of the word “thumped” enables the reader to imagine the destruction and resulting loss of life. Furthermore it is humorous because you can’t be “happy” if you’re dead.

 


TONE





Negative





Positive





Neutral





Survivors of essentially random impact catastrophes – cosmic accidents – were those creatures who just happened to be “lucky” enough to find themselves alive after the dust settled. It doesn’t matter how well a creature may have been able to survive in a particular environment before the event – being thumped on the head by a large object from space during the event is not conducive to a long and happy existence.











Use of inverted commas may indicate tone





Word choice indicates tone





Use of informal language to indicate tone








Irony contained in this phrase
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Mark





Mark





Mark





Indicators of tone





Italics to indicate tone
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